fact,?to command much homage from the practical Anglo-Saxon.
Before this, however, the discovery of the comma bacillus by Koch, and the accuracy of his contention that it was the pathogenic organism of Asiatic cholera, were accepted by many bacteriologists and pathologists, and by some physicians; still that acceptance might be regarded more as a Laboratory Belief than a Practical Faith; and Koch's comma bacillus commanded no special attention in the culture tubes in the laboratory. This was pretty much my own attitude towards the discovery when it suddenly became a very practical question to me, and to every physician who contemplated the possibility of cholera being introduced amongst ourselves. In the month of September the questions which were before my mind, and must have been before the minds of many of my brethren, were: If the comma bacillus is the pathogenic organism of cholera, will the fact be of practical value ? We were hearing of cholera nostras and cholerine, and so forth, and we knew of differences of opinion as to the nature of them. We also felt sure that cholera must be like other infective diseases, and present grades of severity. At the Moabit Hospital, with abundant material, a capable staff, and great enthusiasm in the work, they had concluded that the bacteriological investigation of the stools separated and differentiated the cases. Out of some hundreds of cases of cholera nostras and diarrhoea they had examined 51, and in not one of these was the comma bacillus found, nor Finkler-Prior's Bacillus.
The bearing of this practical conclusion from the work of this hospital alone, the work being done as it was, is of the greatest importance and value as it seems to me. Additional observations from many places may be added to it, and mayhap contradictory evidence may be forthcoming, but the results of investigation at this one spot, under the conditions referred to, can hardly, I think, be other than the illustration of a fact broadly applicable. 
